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A Preliminary Study on Nationhood in Public Space:

National Symbols in Timor-Leste

FrIRER

SAITO Hodaka

This article examines how “nationhood” is visually constructed, taking spatial representations reproduced in everyday
life as a starting point. Using public spaces in Timor-Leste as a case study, it explores how nationhood is visually
experienced, drawing on Michael Billig’s concept of “banal nationalism.” After outlining the path to independence, the
paper focuses on three visual national symbols: the national flag, portraits of political leaders, and traditional sacred
houses (uma lulik). It demonstrates how the flag appears on aircraft livery, streetlights, and street art, while motifs from
leaders’ portraits and uma lulik are incorporated into public architecture. Together, these ordinary yet ubiquitous visuals

reproduce a sense of Timorese identity and give travelers a felt sense of having arrived in another country.
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