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Mobilities and Community among Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan :

Focusing on Day Laborers Commuting between Villages and Cities

B
YOU Xiao

This paper examines cases of Ngudradrekai(Rukai) laborers who commute between their indigenous village and the
cities in Taiwan, in order to reconsider the contemporary Ngudradrekai notion of ‘buluo’ (indigenous community),
drawing on John Urry’s mobilities paradigm. It introduces the case of day laborers working as rebar construction
workers who travel daily by automobile between their village and workplace, as well as that of urban residents who
commute weekly by car between the village and the city. Through these examples, the paper demonstrates how diverse

meanings of ‘buluo’ are continuously shaped through hybrid practices of settlement and mobilities.
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