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Garden of Saiho-ji temple that fascinated Joseon diplomatic missions
in the Muromachi period

NS
ONO Kenkichi

Song Hsieh who was a head of Joseon diplomatic mission to Japan in 1420 and Shin Suk-bu who was a secretary
of the mission in 1443 visited Saiho-ji temple in Kyoto and enjoyed strolling around its garden. Especially, Shin
described the layout and design of the garden in detail and confessed that he was fascinated by its beauty. In
Joseon of those days, gardens were built mainly for viewing, and their important feature was a square pond with
a round island designed after Chinese ancient view of the universe. On the other hand, the garden of Saiho-ji
temple was planned for strolling around and was elaborately designed using a natural landscape as a motif. The
design and use difference of gardens between Joseon and Japan of those days, together with the excellent stroll

garden design of Saiho-ji temple, was the reason why they were fascinated by Saiho-ji garden.

F—U— N W5 FEER (Garden of Saiho-jitemple) . [FIFAJER (Strolling garden) . FAfEMHT (Joseon diplomatic
missions to Japan) . K718 (Song Hsieh) . ﬂfu‘l‘ (Shin Suk-bu)
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